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	Over the last few years, the use of social networking and blogging websites like FACEBOOK, BEBO and MYSPACE have grown exponentially.  Along with technology, they have advanced in capability – e.g. developments in mobile phones and broadband technology have helped fuel the ‘You tube’ video revolution.

Sites help connect people all over the planet together.  They have been responsible for gate-crashed parties and for bringing people closer together, for time wasting and for people telling the world about projects and coming together for common causes like supporters of MUFC!


	· Discover what social networking is and it’s potential
· Improve Word Processing Skills & Techniques
· Find out about others using blogging web sites
· Discuss the impact of social-networking web sites on society


Social Networking Report
Your aim for this unit is to produce a report about Social Networking – to explain what it is and the impact it has had on society.  Your report should:

· Use proper heading styles

· Have a contents page

· Have a header and footer

· Combine primary and secondary material from different sources

· Include ‘references’ to any work used
	SAFETY FIRST!
http://www.nsteens.org/ http://www.netsmartz.org/netteens.htm  
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  Keep your personal information private 

  Only add friends you know in real life (are they who they claim to be?)

  Set your page and blog to private 

  Use a nickname that doesn't identify your location, gender, or age 

  Never meet in person with anyone you have first met online 

  Alter your pictures before you post them to remove identifying information 

  Profile and photo share only with people on your friends list 

  Don't post your plans or whereabouts on your site 

  Ignore harassing or rude comments posted on your profile 

  Think about the possible consequences of the information and photos you post 

  Never post sexually provocative photos

  NB: You might not be talking to the person you think you are!



Real-Life Stories

“Julie left home for three weeks with a convicted murderer she had developed a relationship with online.”

“Bill was arrested again and sentenced to ten years in prison for kidnapping a 15-year-old girl he met on the Internet.”

“Kacie Rene Woody, met the man who killed her in a chat room on the Internet…Authorities said that Fuller had struck up an Internet relationship with Kacie and might have tricked her into believing he was a teenager.”
“Thousands of final-year students who've put a lot of information on social networks are starting to worry about what potential employers  may find if they take a look”

A university has written to all its students threatening them with disciplinary action for comments made about staff on the internet.  …the remarks on Myspace and Facebook were unacceptable, and students may face legal action from the members of staff concerned.
	Fraudster frog preys on unwitting Facebook victims - By Richard Keith
14 August 2007: http://www.windowsvistamagazine.com/UK/05582469251368397510/beware-of-the-facebook-frog.html
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Users of Facebook are unwittingly giving away important information which plays into the hands of fraudsters, a new study has claimed.

The security company Sophos commissioned a study where a fake account was created, in the guise of a green smiley frog called Freddi Staur (an anagram of ID fraudster). They then requested friendship from 200 people, and unbelievably got 82 confirmations. (41%)
· 72% of respondents divulged one or more email address 

· 84% of respondents listed their full date of birth 

· 87% of respondents provided details about their education or workplace 

· 78% of respondents listed their current address or location 

· 23% of respondents listed their current phone number 

· 26% of respondents provided their instant messaging screen name 

(http://www.sophos.com/pressoffice/news/articles/2007/08/facebook.html)

From these confirmations they were able to access people’s dates of birth, email addresses and even security question answers such as mothers’ maiden names, primary schools and addresses. 

"While accepting friend requests is unlikely to result directly in theft, it is an enabler, giving cybercriminals many of the building blocks they need to spoof identities,” said Graham Cluley, senior technology consultant at Sophos. 

"Freddi may look like a happy green frog that just wants to be friends, but actually he's happy because he's just encouraged 82 users to hand over their personal details on a plate." 
The fact that people give away too much information on their profile pages is not groundbreaking news. However, there are lessons that all users can learn from.

· Don’t accept friend requests from people you don’t know. 

· ‘Poking back’ an unsolicited ‘poke’ allows the user to see your profile for 7 days. 

· Use the excellent privacy settings in Facebook to secure your account from unverified users. 

· Don't display unnecessary information such as exact date of birth or phone numbers. 




	TASK: 
· Why do you think so many people accepted Freddi as their friend? (see above)

· Do you think people are aware of the dangers of putting personal information on the web?  Why?


	TASK:
· Produce a poster warning against the dangers of giving out personal information over the world-wide-web.

· Create a 3-fold safety guide leaflet detailing social networking web sites and safety tips for using such web sites.

· Use existing posters and ideas from the internet to help you design your work.


 Discovering & Planning
	WALT

· Define social networking on the internet

· Identify advantages and disadvantages of social networking web sites
· Create a report combining a pie-chart and text
	WILF

· A definition of social networking

· A list of social networking web sites with the facilities they offer

· A report showing class membership of social web sites and their thoughts
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Social networking videos:
http://www.commoncraft.com/video-social-networking
Also search on www.youtube.com for ‘social networking’
Social networking web sites:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_social_networking_websites



	TASK: Defining
Illustrate social networking.  Include yourself, your friends, and friend’s friends.
· What does ‘social networking’ mean to you?
List reasons why people use social networking websites.  Here’s two to get you started:
·  Find long-lost friends

·  Maintain friendships with people from across the world

· How do people use social networking web sites?
· What do you think attracts people to use social networking web sites?

· Compare the use of social networking web sites to meeting people in person.




	Task 2: Researching & Reporting
Use a poll to vote for the social networking web site you use the most.  After everyone has voted, using a spreadsheet, (1) enter the results.  (2) Put them in order from highest to lowest [image: image11.bmp].  (3) Use ‘autosum’ to create a formula that adds all the votes. [image: image12.bmp].   (4) Create a labelled pie chart showing the popularity of social-networking web sites within the class. [image: image13.bmp].  Include appropriate data labels (percentage, category name)  [image: image14.png]Tites | tegend [BeizTaBE]




Using a word processor, (1) combine your chart with a report that (2) details what someone else thinks about social networking web sites (ask a peer what they think), or what they use them for. (3) Include a title, (4) date, (5) name/class in the header or footer.  Include an evaluative paragraph stating how representative your report is.
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	Task 3: Comparing: War of the Web Sites
Create a brief presentation that explains the differences between TWO different social networking web sites. Refer to the WHO the intended audience is AND the facilities offered.  
OR…

Create an argument that you can present, that explains why you think one social networking web site is better than another (e.g. Why YouTube is better than MySpace)

Why do you think some are more popular than others?


	( HOMEWORK: Planning
A] Next lesson we will plan a short podcast about social networking web sites.  You need to prepare a script for the podcast.  Your teacher will allocate you with one of the following tasks.

1. Introduction to social networking – what it is
2. What people do on social-networking web sites and how much time they spend on them (you, bands, celebrities)
3. Advantages of social networking (including example) – e.g. which pop artists have used ‘My Space’ as a springboard to success?  - search BBC news!
4. Disadvantages of social networking (including examples – e.g. news stories)

5. The possible future impact of social networking web sites

6. Safety tips for teens when using social networking sites & the dangers of giving away personal information
B] If you own a photo mobile phone that you take to school, use it (RESPONSIBLY) to record images about your week.  Usual school rules apply, so don’t use this as an excuse to use phones in lessons!  You may also be able to borrow a digital camera.  Bring it in next lesson if you want to be able to have a go blogging it on the web.  You may have to also bring in a data cable.



Blogging (A frequently updated journal)
	WALT

· Be careful when publishing information

· Produce a podcast about social networking
· Create a blog entry
	WILF

· Completed podcast
· Blog entry

· Instructions on posting blog entries


	TASK: How can teens prevent themselves from being vulnerable on the internet when using social networking web sites? (see http://www.netsmartz.org/netteens.htm)



	TASK: As a class, record a SHORT podcast about social networking web sites.
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TASK: Write a blog entry for this lesson/this week using facilities provided by your school.


	( HOMEWORK: How are blogging web sites different from social networking sites?


	Did You Know…? The “Windows Live” bundle from Microsoft includes ‘Windows Live Writer’.  This tool makes it really easy to create a compelling blog.

See: http://get.live.com/writer/overview
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 Researching & Finding Information
	WALT

· Discover what blogs are

· Find out information about someone else from viewing blogs or social networking sites
	WILF

· A record of web site blogs visited

· Suitable information

· A record showing your awareness of WHY people write blogs and the impact that they have
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TASK: Use networking OR blogging sites to find out about people’s experiences of volunteer work overseas or attending summer camps.  Record which web sites you used and any interesting (but suitable! ) information that could be used to create a presentation or news article about ‘something’ going on…

See: www.campsinternational.com/blog
See: www.buildaschool.co.uk
See: www.doit4real.com 

[image: image26.png]Click School

Social Networking Search

aims: Pages
> About
» Discover what sotial networking is e .
» Plan and produce an intemet safety video or podzast .
P 4 P Archives

» Write a3 web blog
Categories

» Find out about others using bloaging or social networking sites S ED

» Discussing the impact of social-networking sites on society.

Meta
Useful web links: > Login

» valid KHTML
video! %P

> Wordprass
(search for ‘social networking' ‘facehook’
‘myspace’)




Bonus points for getting a personalised message from someone and finding out what the weather is like in their part of the world!

Do you think the information you’ve found is accurate and reliable?  WHY?




	Copy & complete this mind map:
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	TASK: Are blogs easier to keep up-to-date than a diary?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of each?


	Burma's cyber-dissidents  

By Stephanie Holmes – 26th September 2007

BBC News  - http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/7012984.stm
Burma's bloggers are using the internet to beat censorship, and tell the world what is happening under the military junta's veil of secrecy. 
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Protests are visible via pictures posted by bloggers like Ko Htike

Images of saffron-robed monks leading throngs of people along the streets of Rangoon have been seeping out of a country famed for its totalitarian regime and repressive control of information. 

The pictures are sometimes grainy and the video footage shaky - captured at great personal risk on mobile phones - but each represents a powerful statement of political dissent. 

"It is amazing how the Burmese are able through underground networks to get things from outside and inside," says Vincent Brussels, head of the Asian section of press freedom organisation Reporters Without Borders. 

"Before, they were moving things hand-to-hand and now they are using the internet - proxy websites, Google and YouTube and all these things." 

The use of the internet as a political tool is one of the most marked differences between the latest protests and the 1988 uprising, which was brutally repressed. 

Thanks in part to bloggers, this time the outside world is acutely aware of what is happening on the streets of Rangoon, Mandalay and Pakokku and is hungry for more information…

Related story: http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/asia/article2549404.ece


	TASK: Using a word-processor, briefly state what the above story is about.  Why is it risky for some people in the world to report on such matters?  What is the impact on the rest of the world, and on China of such stories being released?


	( HOMEWORK: Using your notes, write a magazine article about (1) WHAT people write about on blogs, (2) WHY people are motivated to write blogs and (3) The effect it has on others.


 Discussing the impact of social networking/blogs
	WALT

· Discuss advantages and disadvantages of social networking sites and/or blogs
	WILF

· Informed discussion, written report about the impact of social networking on the internet


Networking web sites can be used to spread good news and allow you to discover useful information, keep in touch with others and learn about people and projects.  They can also result in bullying, wasting time and copyright infringement resulting in people loosing money.  Predators can take advantage of others. Illicit parties get organised where houses end up getting trashed (check out the news).

“You might even get a life if you left Facebook”

“A police inspector who put personal details on the social networking site Facebook has a job offer withdrawn.”

“Staff should be allowed to use social networking sites like Facebook at work – even if bosses think it's time-wasting”

“Blogs have resulted in making people more aware about what’s going on in the world.  It helped the Burmese monks tell the world of the horrors going on in their country.”
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Facebook Tube party that ended in drunken riot was organised by City banker

02nd June 2008
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The organiser behind the Tube drinking ban protest is a London banker, it was revealed today.

Alexandre Graham, 26, who works for the Royal Bank of Scotland, set up the Saturday night 'Circle line party — last day of drinking on the Tube' which ended in violent clashes and 17 arrests.

Mr Graham, of Fulham who now fears for his job, said he did it because a female friend who worked in a senior position for former mayor Ken Livingstone lost her job following Boris Johnson’s election victory.


It was one of several parties which spiralled out of control after being organised through the Facebook website.


Thousands swamped the Circle line. Drunken mobs fought with Tube staff and police and vandalised train carriages.


Before long many were fighting or vomiting. Seven Tube staff and two police officers were assaulted, six Underground stations had to be closed and several trains were taken out of service after party-goers began smashing them up. There were 17 arrests. 

Mr Graham, a bilingual graduate in mathematics and management from Loughborough University said he had 'no idea' the Circle Line gathering would spiral so badly out of control.
' I hope I don’t get sacked,' he told the Daily Mail's sister paper The Evening Standard. 'You are going to expect a bit of trouble, but I was surprised and disappointed because I don’t want to be associated [with it].'
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Referring to his qualifications and position at the RBS where he has worked for 18 months, he joked: 'It makes me sound like a responsible person and not a lunatic — but I am one…

The full story: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1023417/Facebook-Tube-party-ended-drunken-riot-organised-City-banker.html


	TASK: Read the above article.  Using a word processor, with the title ‘City Banker Facebook Party’, (1) Briefly describe what it is about. (2) Do you think that Mr Graham thought the party would end up as it did?  (3) Would it be right for him to loose his job? (4) Does it surprise you how many people turned up to the party?


	TASK: Are blogs and social networking web sites a good idea?  What do you think?  Produce an informed discussion (written or podcast) about social networking web sites, taking into account the Burma news article and the article above.


http://yro.slashdot.org/article.pl?sid=06/09/20/1325238
http://www.slideshare.net/vanbraekel/the-impact-of-blogging-on-society-and-politics/
http://rallenhome.com/essays/essay5.html
Evaluation
	TASK: Using a word processor, answer the following:

How have you used ICT over the past few weeks?  Has ICT enabled you to work efficiently?  What have you done well?  What could be improved?


Assessment
	4.2: Interpreted questionnaire results AND stated how representative it is
	

	4.3: Produced a safety poster or leaflet
	

	4.4: Safety poster is suitable for intended audience
	

	4.5: Exchanged information using a podcast, poster, blog and written text
	

	4.8: Consider the use of social networking across the world
	

	5.1: Accurate safety poster/leaflet, referenced information
	

	5.2: Created a structured podcast script, suitable for intended audience
	

	5.7: Discussed own knowledge of social networking and its use outside school.
	

	6.7: Discussed the impact of social networking on society
	


Teacher comments:

	

	

	

	Level _______
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